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Kids in Cages 


Sources 

° Amelia Chetham and Diana Roy. March 27, 2023 “US Detention of 
Child Migrants” Council on Foreign Relations 

* Amna Nawaz. March 17, 2021. “Hundreds of Children have been held 
by Border Patrol for more than 10 days. The legal limit is 72 hours.” 
PBS 

¢ DHS Southwest Border Land Encounters, 2023 


Family Separation 


The government ze Ë 
continued to separate “te 

children from their asa = 
parents, even after a m. 


court order to stop 


Sources 


° Southern Poverty Law 


Center, March 23, 


2022. “Family : 
Separation: A Timeline” saad lyase Ë 
« PBS News. August 13, “ələ sələ =. —- 
2022. “Hovv a Trump- “msk oy İz, : 
era policy that J aaa LT ass 


separated thousands of 


migrant families came 
to pass.” . 


Web of Intrigue | 


Included in the articles of impeachment are everything but 
continuing the border wall construction and failing to reunite the 
children with their parents. 


Sources 

* H.Res.863 - Impeaching Alejandro Nicholas Mayorkas, Secretary of 
Homeland Security, for high crimes and misdemeanors. 118th 
Congress (2023-2024) 


The Department of Homeland Security 


DHS is an unseen part of most Americans’ lives. But despite its 
ubiquity it is a very recent creation, younger than the Lord of the 
Rings: the Fellowship of the Ring movie, USB drives, Chappell 
Roan, the band My Chemical Romance, the Toyota Prius, and you 
if your first political memory was Obama’s election in 2008. 


Immediately following the attacks on September 11, 2001, 
President George W. Bush created the Office of Homeland 
Security to develop a national strategy to protect the nation from 
future terrorist threats. 


One year later, the Office was reorganized into the Department of 
Homeland Security, newly the third-largest cabinet department. 
This was the most substantial restructure of the government in 
decades. The post-9/11 wave of patriotism, military funding, and 
xenophobia gave the Department wide authority and resources to 
do whatever it wanted, and claim it was in the interest of national 
security. This gave rise to a culture of militarism and lack of 
transparency that continues in DHS to this day. 


While in recent years calls to eliminate specific parts of DHS like 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) have gained traction, 
broader change is necessary. Freedom of movement and privacy 
are human rights, and the structure of DHS is fundamentally and 
inherently opposed to this. 


So anyway, have fun with the activity book! 


Some of the activities in this book get real bleak and mention 
things like sexual assault and child abuse. If you're not in a 
headspace where you want to read about that, these are marked in 
the top corner with a large red exclamation mark: I 


Did you knovv? 
The Bush administration tried to make the DHS employees 
exempt from union protections. 
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Operation Diligent Valor 


The protestors were all kidnapped and forced into the unmarked 
minivan! U.S. Customs and Border Protection's Border Patrol 
Tactical Unit was deployed to “protect federal property.” The 
officers claimed they didn’t display their names because they were 
worried about doxxing. 


Sources 

e Branko Marcetic. December 16, 2022. “The Department of Homeland 
Security is Out of Control.” Jacobin. 

" Tim Dickinson. May 23, 2022. “Illegal Abduction’: Portland Protester 
Sues Feds For Snatching Her Off the Street.” Rolling Stone. 

¢ Jonathan Levinson, Conrad Wilson, James Doubek, Suzanne Nuyen. 
July 17, 2020. “Federal Officers Use Unmarked Vehicles To Grab 
People In Portland, DHS Confirms.” NPR 


Operation Fouled Anchor 


Rapists were discretely pushed to retire, became a top Air Force 
officer, allowed to resign without punishment, and in most cases, 
nothing happened to them. 


Survivors were forced to sign an (illegal) NDA, disciplined for 
“engaging in lewd acts” and “fraternization” and chided for 
“displaying poor judgement.” 


Sources 

e Blake Ellis, Melanie Hicken and Audrey Ash. June 30, 2023. “Criminal 
investigation into Coast Guard Academy revealed years of sexual 
assault cover-ups, but findings were kept secret.” CNN, 

e Melanie Hicken and Blake Ellis. April 8, 2024. “Senator says Coast 
Guard used illegal agreements to silence sexual assault victims.” 
CNN. 


ICE 


Ice should be ABOLISHED 

Sources 

¢ Freddy Martinez and Nick Schwellenbach. August 21, 2023. “DHS”s 
Secret Reports on ICE Detention.” Project On Government Oversight. 

e The Transactional Records Clearinghouse (trac.syr.edu) 


If You See Something, Say Something 


In 2001, the security state started to care a whole lot more about 
what Americans brought on planes. In November of that year, the 
Aviation Transportation and Security Act was signed, mandating 
the screening of checked bags, the reinforcement of airplane 
cockpit doors, and that you can’t enjoy 3.5 ounces of liquid. By 
checking your bags, the TSA allegedly keeps us safer. 


Can you find 10 contraband items in this suitcase? We'll see how 
you compare to a real TSA agent. 
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No Fly List: Mixups 


Asif Iqbal who got tortured in Guantanamo, T Kennedy the terror 
suspect, Robert Johnson the bomber, and the singer Cat Stevens 
(yes really) were supposed to be detained. A fourth James Robinson 
was on the list to be detained (not the three listed here), and Drew 
Griffin was subject to additional screening because of his reporting. 


The No Fly List is actually maintained by the Terrorist Screening 
Center, which is part of the FBI. It’s in this activity book because 
there isn’t space in the FBI activity book. 


Sources 

° “NYCLU Calls For Relief For New York Man In Mistaken Identity “No Fly” 
Dilemma.” March 29, 2004. NYCLU. 

° “Unlikely Terrorists On No Fly List” October 5, 2006. 60 Minutes. 

° Joe Starkey. February 14, 2006. “Jumping Through Hoops to Get Off the 
No-Fly List” 


Worthy of Trust and Confidence? 


The Secret Service didn’t kill JFK. They also didn’t actually leak the 
rejected application, but they did talk about doing it. 


Sources 

° Alicia Caldwell. September 30, 2015. “Federal investigation: Secret 
Service tried to discredit US lawmaker.” Associated Press. 

° Lily Rothman. 2014. “9 Secret Service Screw-ups and Scandals” Time 
Magazine. 


Press Release 


Both statements are fourteen words, and begin with “We Must 
Secure” both of which raise concerns about being neo-Nazi 
dogwhistles. Oh, also, both statements are made by fascists. 


Sources 

¢ Blake Montgomery. June 29, 2018. “Homeland Security Officials Say 
Claims That Statement Mimics A White Supremacist Slogan Are Merely 
Conspiracy Theories.” Buzzfeed News. 

e Department of Homeland Security. February 15, 2018. “We Must Secure 
The Border And Build The Wall To Make America Safe Again.” 


Two Real Coloring Pages 


In 2022, DHS created a coloring book intended for the children of 
employees. In it were a number of pages each showing the work of 
a different agency of the department. It is also laughably bad. Can 
you color in two of the pages? 


United States Department of Homeland Security 11 Federal Law Enforcement Training Centers (FLETC) 
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Mix and Match 


Sept 2001 9/11 Luggage screening, 
reinforced Cockpits 
Dec 2001 Shoe bomber Optional shoe removal 
Soft drinks bomber No shoes, no liquids 
Underwear bomber Full body scans 


Sources 

¢ Diane Gerace, June 11, 2021. “A Look at How Airport Security 
Has Evolved Post 9-11” Philadelphia International Airport. 

¢ David Schaper. September 10, 2021. “It Was Shoes On, No 
Boarding Pass Or ID. But Airport Security Forever Changed On 
9/11.” NPR. 


Two Real Coloring Pages 


This coloring book is legitimately one of the ugliest | have ever seen. 
I’m not great at the coloring pages, but even | have standards. 


You can find the whole book here, if you really want that: 


www.dhs.gov/archive/employee-resources/publication/dhs-coloring-book 
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Did you know? 
FEMA spent $12.5 million to store the ice for two years, before 
throwing it away. 
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Conclusion 


The crimes of the Department of Homeland Security are literally too 
numerous to mention. And also some of them were too depressing 
to include in what is supposed to on some level be an enjoyable 
activity book. 


DHS empowers itself by creating and perpetuating a fictitious state 
of emergency. The crisis never deescalates, only expands, and 
therefore the Department must continuously be given more power 
and authority. 


The normalization of the Department is indicative of its success. 
Obviously both political parties are invested in maintaining it as a 
means of surveillance and control. To question its legitimacy would 
be to question the foundations of state power. However, there is 
currently not mass mobilization against the Department and under 
current conditions The Revolution is not exactly imminent. 
Therefore, the best thing we can reasonably hope for is scrutiny 
and oversight. 


There is also some nuancing across the Department (I would argue 
that the nature of work of an ICE agent is ontologically evil and they 
are making an active choice to stay in that role, the average worker 
in the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service is probably fine). 


The public eye on the Department is the most active lever of power. 
The DHS will only be held to account to the extent that publicly 
accountable officials can be made to feel shame about its actions. 


There are promising trends in mobilization. Abolish ICE went from a 
left fringe idea to a left fringe idea that some social democrats will 
pay lip service to. 


At time of publishing, the Department of Homeland Security 
wouldn't be old enough to rent a car. İt is a recent creation and we 
need to challenge its fundamental existence instead of taking it as 
an inevitability. 


Worthy of Trust and Confidence? 


When the DHS was created, the Secret Service was moved into it. 
Originally tasked with tracking down counterfeiters, the main role of 
the Secret Service now is protecting the President. But the agency 
is not without its own controversies. 


Which of the following did the Secret Service actually do? 


2012 
Hire more than 20 sex 
workers while on the 
clock in Colombia 


2022 
Delete text messages 
after they were requested 
by the committee 
investigating January 6th 


1997 
Resist arrest after being 


accused of having sex 
with a minor 2001 

Steal more than $3,000 in 
cash that was collected 

2023 as evidence 
Had more than seven 
employees who were 

members of the far right 


Oathkeepers — 


Leak the rejected 
application to join the 
Secret Service of a 
representative 
investigating Secret 
Service scandals 


1963 


Kill President John F. 
Kennedy 


Did you know? 

Lyndon Johnson once “allegedly” pissed on a secret service agent 
and said “That's alright son, it’s my prerogative” or in other accounts 
“that’s executive privilege” 
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Find the Missing Federal Aid 2 


FEMA has distribution warehouses where it stores disaster relief 
supplies, including water, meals, cots, tarps and roof sheeting. 
Normally the Caribbean Distribution Center in Puerto Rico would 
store thousands of tarps, meals, cots, and drinking water. 


How many supplies do you think the warehouse had when 
Hurricane Maria hit Puerto Rico? Draw the supplies in this empty 
warehouse: 


Did you know? 

Puerto Rico is a colony. The people who live there are US citizens 
but they have fewer rights than in the states. And that’s not the only 
colony the US has! 


The TSA 


Beginning in 2007, the TSA began to use full body scanners to 
assess whichpassengers_they will grope whether passengers may 


be concealing items. When a passenger enters the scanner, the 
TSA agent pushes a button assigning the passenger as male or 
female. If the scanner detects things it doesn’t expect, the TSA 
agents require a pat down. 


Below are scans with the TSA assigned genders, and the areas of 


anomaly. Can you guess what the anomalies detected are? 


ñ + 
ñ + 


Li 
? 


Did you know? 
The use of the gender binary scanning system was widely reported 
to be phased out in 2022 or 2023. But actual results may vary. 
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Family Separation Operation Diligent Valor 


The DHS began to separate children from their families in 2017, 
before expanding the program in 2018. More than 5000 children were 
taken from their parents, with no system to track where the children 
went or who their parents were. Do the maze in red to represented 
the children separated under the Republican administration. Now do 
it in blue for the ones separated by complicit Democrats. 

| | 


hae rat 


Following the murder of George Floyd in 2020, protests sprang up 
in major cities across the United States, including Portland, 
Oregon. Armed DHS agents were deployed to the Portland 
protests to protect federal property including the Portland 
Courthouse below. 


Can you color in the court house, and where do you think all the 
protestors are? 
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Did you knovv? 
There are still 1,400 children vvho vvere taken from their parents vvho 
have yet to be reunited. 1 didn”t use photos of actual separated 
children or their parents because that felt vveird. 
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The Wall 


Until 2020, the border wall was a humanitarian crisis representative 
of the worst failings and hypocrisies of Donald Trump's 
administration. But now that the Democrats have continued its 
construction, it's suddenly a “necessary measure to protect our 
national security.” 


Can you draw a line along the border between the United States and 
Mexico, but without dividing the UNESCO biosphere area or 
infringing the sovereignty of the Tohono O’odham nation? 


United States 
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Nation 
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Mexico 


Did you know? 

The legal implications of building the border wall are among the least 
of its problems. Most pressing is the flagrant human rights abuses 
inherent in its creation. 


ICE 


US Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) is a branch of DHS 
concerned with cross border crime and undocumented immigration. 
Fill in the blanks below to learn some facts about ICE, then use the 
missing letters to figure out what should happen to it. 


ICE is resist__nt to oversight. etvveen 2010 and 
2016, there were 33,000 complaints of sexual 
assault against DHS - m re than 40% were 
against ICE. 


ICE frequently fail s to provide translators for 
languages other than Spanish. One review found 
that migrants from Guatemala who speak K’__ che’ 
were made to _ign away rights without being 
provided a translator. 


As of July, 2024, t__ere were 37,004 people 
detain d in ICE facilities. Nearly 60% have no 
criminal recor_ s, and most who do only have 
minor violations like parking. 


For these reasons and more, ICE must be: 


Did you know? 

In 2015, ICE started the University of Farmington at Farmington Hills. 
Except instead of a school it was an entrapment scheme for 
international students. ICE arrested and deported more than 250 
people legally in the US on F-1 student visas who were lured to the 
United States with the promise of education. ICE also refused to 
return the tuition money paid by hundreds of students for what was, 
again, a scam. 
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